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an Iconoclast 


By Stephen Isaacs 
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James Rodney 
*t)ehlesinger’s Washington 
career advanced almost as 
rapidly as it has now declined. 

Considering himself a “Taft 
Republican,” he arrived in 
Washington from the 
academic world with the 
victory of Richard M. Nixon in 
1968. * ' 

His first Washington job was 
*~«s- assistant director of the 
Bureau of the Budget, where 
he used his years of academic 
research into the economics of 
national defense to slash the 
Pentagon’s budget, winning 
him no points with then- 
Defense Secretary Melvin R. 
Laird. 

In that job, Schlesinger is 
considered to have personally 
written the manned orbiting 
laboratory program out of the 
Air Force budget. 

His iconoclasm and tough- 
minded intellect again came 
to the attention of President 
Nixon, who named him to 
head the Atomic Energy 
Commission in 1971. 

Schlesinger tried to convert 
the AEC from its con- 
centration on weapons to a 
licensing agency and gained 
favorable attention from Mr. 
Nixon when he, his wife and 
two of their eight children 
went to Amchitka Island to 
demonstrate the safety of a 
controversial underground 
nuclear explosion there. 

Mr. Nixon chose Schlesinger 
to replace Richard M. Helms 
as director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency on Feb. 2, 
1973. Schlesinger promptly 



Former Defense chief Schlesinger: star rose rapidly. 


started removing employees 
whom he thought had been in 
their government’s spy ser- 
vice too long, reportedly 
cutting 1,200 from the CIA’s 
18,000-member staff. 

Four months later, the 
defense job became vacant 
when Richard G. Kleindienst 
left as Attorney General and 
Nixon named then-Secretary 
of Defense Elliot L. Richar- 
dson to replace him. 

Nixon’s first choice for the 
defense, job was Richardson’s 
deputy, David Packard, who 
declined and recommended 
Schlesinger. (Packard 
resigned late last week as 
finance chairman for 


President Ford’s election 
campaign committee.) 1 
Schlesinger and his high- 
level antagonist, Secretary of 
State Henrjr A. Kissinger, 
were in the class of 1950 at 
Harvard College, where they 
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graduated with highest* 
honors. They did not know 
eac hotter then. 

‘ Schlesinger went on to get 
master’s and doctoral degrees 
in economics from Harvard, 
‘Lut'/eU it was too much a 
knee-jerk liberal institution, 
and took a teaching job at the 
University of Virginia, where 
he taught^conomics for eight 
years. A 

His fascination with the 
economics of defense led him 
to write “The Political 
Economy ^ of, National 
Security,” published in 1960. 

> The book attracted the Rand 
Institute, a. defense think- 
tank, which h*red him in 1963. 
Schlesinger stayed there until 
the Republicans won the 
White House in the 1968 
election. 

Schlesinger. is a notoriously 
rumpled dresser, usually 
weacinq scuffed shoes and 
sagging socks, who 
professorially puffs on his pipe 
and talks in the phrases of 
academia. ... i 

Schlesinger, 46, met his 
wife, Rachel, while both were 
studying at Harvard. They 
live with their children in a 
modest hoyse in Arlington. 




